
-t?

It

GBARSAW & DORtsOR

AUTHORIZED COMMUi\ITY
FOR.EST

MANAGE,MEI\T AGRE, E.MENT



THIS CO}IMT]NITY FOREST
.-:.s I 

-1 
' 
'-' day of January A[)

MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT is made and entered into

..r:.,uch the l'orestry f)evelopur
2018, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

ent Authority, hereinafter referred to as theFDA, represented
:'. .ts !{anaging l)irector Hon. Darlington S. I'uagben, ancl the f,eople of GBARSAW AND
DORBOR Cornrnunity Forest located in Norwein and central Rivercess Districts, Rivercess
County, represented by their Communify Forest Management Body by and thru its Chief

for the Management of GBARSAW AND DORBORn

o

o

CO OREST;

E1'H

WI{EREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the go\/errurenr agenc}' rvith legai
iurisdiction over forestry matters, and the lead agency for community fbrestn' in L.iberia;

WHEREAS, the People of GBARSAW AND DOIIIIOR Comrnunitl, Forest. in accordance
with the Communitv I{ights Lai.v of 2009 with Respect to }'orest Lands (CRL) and the r\mendecl
Regulation to the Conimunitv f{ights Larv of 2009 with Respect to Forest I-a1ds (Arnendecl CI{L
Regulation), applied to the FDA fbr Authorizecl liorest Communitv status. to enable therr
marlage and/or utilize their Cornnlunit\, Forest resources;

WHEI{EAS, the FDA. in accordance rvith its statutorily established authority tt'r sralrt
Authorized Forest Contmunit\r status. and issue and sign Cornmunity Iiorest Manasenrent
Agreement (CIIMA), has verified that GBARSAW Al{D DORBOR has satisfied ali technrcal
and legal requirements to be granted Autholized Community Forest status;

WHEREAS, the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Community Forest Management Body (CFMB)
represents the Authorized Forest Community in all matters related to community forestry
resources, and has been granted the legal authority by the People of GBARSAW AND
DoRBoR to enter into this CFMA, as established by Section a.2 @) of the cRL;

WHEREAS, the People of GBARSAW AND DORBOR, represented by GBARSAW AND
DORBOR CFMB, and the FDA are willing to be bound by the terms set out in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the GBARSAW AND DORBOR CFMB agree as follows

ARTICLE 1: PURPOSE

SECTION T.1

The GBARSAW AND DORBOR CFMB and the FDA enter into this Community Forestry
Management Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Authorized
Forest Community to own, use and sustainably manage its forest resources, and to
promote biodiversity for the direct benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and
the environment, as established in the CRL and Amended CRL Regulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory
authority over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Amended
CRL Regulation;

(c) Pursue activities that will contribute to the irnprovernent of the livelihoods of the
rtrembers of the GBARSAW AND DOI{BOI{ Authorized Forest Community, through
tlte matragement and use of forest resources, which may include infbrmed collser\ ati,.rll
practices and/or sustainable harvesting of timber and non-tinrber forest products (\TFP.



SECTIO\ 1.2

The implementatiorl ol this c-F\1A shall be guided b1'the follor,ving principles:

(a) Communit.y forest resources shall be used fbr the benefit of members of the Authorized
Irorest Cotntnunity, and may include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable
harvesting of tirnber and NTF-Ps fbr commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Ar,rthorized Forest Cornmunity liom altering how it chooses to manage its
forest resources. but all legal requirements must first be met before any such change is
implemented:

(b) Community Forest resources shall be managecl and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present cotntnunitv nteilrbers without cornpromising the ability of future generations
1o meet their or,vn treeds:o

(c) All members attd groups in the Authorized Forest Cornmunity, irrespective of age,
gender, religiort or ethnicity'. shall be able to participate in the ntanagement and use ol
Community Forest resources;

(d) All decisions attd actions relating to the managelnent of Community Forest resour.ces
shall be explained and carried out with openness, and in a way that all members of the
Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) An1' decisiott, activity or agreement alfecting the status or use of Cornmunity Forest
resources shall not proceed without the free, prior and infbrmed consent o1 the
Authorized Forest Comrnunity;

(f The rights of metnbers of the Authorized Forest Corrununity to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistettce, tnedicinai and cultural purposes, ancl to vital ecosystem
services lnore genera1l1,, shall not be permanetrtly alienatecl,

o ARTICLI] 2: CAL ON OF COMMUNITY FO ST LANDS

The GBARSAW AND DORBOR Community Forest boundaries are as follows:

The Gbarsaw and Dorbor Community Forest lies within T,atitude 432i97 660051 North of the
equator and Longitude 432683 643252 West of the Greenwich Meridian and it is located in
Norwein, and Central Rivercess Districts, Rivercess County, Liberia/West Africa.

Commencin g at apoint (29 N 433063 646252)on the Jo River; Thence a line runs Northward
along said River for 15, 363 meters to a point (439693 654791); thence a line runs S 62o E" for
966 meters to apoint (440486 654305); thence a line runs N 24" Efor2,092 meters to apoint
(441413 656158); thence a line runs N 35" E for 1,770 meters to a point (442428 657569);
thence a line runs N 50' E for 1,287 meters to a point (443354 658231); thence a line runs S 21o
E for 483 meters to a point (443530 657878); thence a line runs N 52" E for 1,287 meters to a
point (444545 658584); thence a line runs N 58o E for 1,127 meters to a point (445427 659069);
thence a line runs N 88" E tbr 1,770 meters to a point (447192 659113); thence a line runs N 74o
E for 1,127 meters to a point (445251 659466); thence a line runs N 83' E for 805 meters to a
point (449001 659510); thence a line runs S 37" E for 805 meters to apoint (449442 658937);
thence a line runs S 17'F, for 2,575 meters to a point (450225 656438);ihence a line runs S 43o
E for 966 meters to a point (45083S 655744) on the Jo River; thence a line runs along said river
for 1,911 meters to a point (451433 654123); thence a line runs S 67" E for 1,710 meters to a
point (452959 653538); thence a line runs S 56o E fbr 6,115 meters to a point (457970 650108);
thence a line runs S 54" W for 9,173 meters to a point (450591 64a762); th.nr" a line runs S 79.
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ARTI E 3: GENId RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

SECTIO\ 3.1

In keeping \\ lth its statutorv responsibility to regulate, protect, lranage ancl clevelop forest
resources. so as to. sustail) alld optimize the potential yield of their econonlic, so;ial and
envirorunelrtal benellts. the FDA shall:

(a) Directli' suppoll the GBAI{SAW AND DORROR Authorized Forest Community take
stock of and docunlent lbrest resources within the area of forest resources iiesignatecl as a
Comnlunitl' Forest. ttl ittclude, rvhere appropriate, an inventory ol all merchaltable
timber and cornntercialll' r,'iable NTFps, as well as locally resident protected and
endangered species and their habitat:

(b) Comrnunicate to the CFMB nrinimum standards for the development, review and
approval of Comtnunity Forest Management Plans, to be reviewe<l eviry five (5) years;

(c) Provide guidance to tire CFMB on zoning the Community Irorest, as well as the limits of
the scope and scale of couservation ancl/ol commercial exploitation within these zones,
based upon the data collected about the forest resources within the Community Forest;

(d) Suggest arnendmettts and/or alternatives, in pursuance of the same stated goals of the
Authorized Forest Commuttity, if it is determined that the Clommunity Forest woulcl not
be able to sustain an activity ltroposed in the Cornrnunity Forest Management plan
(cFMP);

(e) Assist in builcling the capacity of mernbers of the Authorized Forest Comrnunity to
sustainably Inanage their fbrest resources, inclucling by securing financial and teclurical
assistance;

(fl N4onitor atrd evaluate the CFMP in order to ensure that a1l legal and technical standarcls
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: I Ensure that c'()nlnlunit\ F()re-it resources are rnanaged in an envirorunentally sustainable
rnanner. and nraintain the lbrest as an ecosvstern;

l'r \\'ith the involvetnettt of community members, and the approval of the Executive
[.ommittee of the Community Assembly, prepare an<l irnplernent cornrnunity forestry
rules/guidelines;

lc) With the involvement of comtnunity rnernbers, and under tlie guiclance of the Executive
Committee of the Community Assembly, develop CFMps;

(d) Operate in accordance with the terrns and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry
rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation ancl regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee ancl monitor irnplementation of the CF'Mp to
ensure compliance with all relevant legal and technical requirements;

(t) Conduct awareness raising activities in orcier to infbrm all Authorized Forest Commulity
members about the community fbrestry program;

(g) Represent the comtnunity in all matters relatecl to community fbrestry in negotiatiols
with the FDA, and with third-parties who have interests in conservation or harvesting
tirnber and/or NTFPs for comrnercial purposes; and

(h) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, immerliately
infortn the ttearest FDA Office and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

CO FO A
AC

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Community Forest shall conform to both the
CFMA and CFMP.

o SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that mernbers of the GBARSAW AND DoRBoR Forest Community have
failed or are failing to compll, rvith the CIiMA and CFMI, , the FDA shall immediately provide
written notice to the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Forest Community, through the CFMB, of
the violation, together with instructions as to how the violation may be remedied. Any such
written notice shall include warning of the sancti ons that may be applied in the absence of
remedial action being taken by the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Forest Community

SECTION 4.3

Individual members of the Forest Community who violate the terms of this CFMA and/orcFMp
may be fined by the CFMB and/or refbrred to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,
as per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation. 

- -

SECTION 4.4

Individual members of the GBARSAW AND DORBOR Forest Community who violate the
Amended CRL Regulation may also be subject to sanctions by the FDA and the criminal justice
system, as per Section 1.8 of the Amended cRL Regulation,
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SECTION 5.I

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFMP, a Ilew plan shall be subrnitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive aiteration
includes, but is not linrited to:

(a) Changes to tlte way an area of fbrest resources within the Clomrnunity Forest, which has
alreadv beetr zoned under the CFMP, is to be usecl;

thi Changes to the size of a zotted area of fbrest resourses within the Community Forest;

(c) An1 expattsiott ol cotntnercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CFNIP:

(d) Ani' expansion of conservation activities where it uncluly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Cornrnunity' from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The lollowing procedure shall be lbllorved rvhen amending the cFMp:

(a) The Community' Assembl,v shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider.amending the
CFMP. A simple rnaiority vote of the Community Assembly shall be requirecl to initiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assernbly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their
respective constituents ;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposed amendment/s, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
Community Assembly meeting at which the final vote on amending the CFMP is to be
taken;

(d) At the Community Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A twothird s (213) majority vote of the Community
Assembly is required before the CFMp can be amended;

o
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E 6: RIGH'fS OBLIG"{ O\S OF THE .{\D \\ ITHARTI

FORE\T I'RODI (-I \

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Communiti'. rhe GB.{.RS.{\\ -\\D DORBOR Conlmunity Forest has

the right to engage in the harvesting ot tinrb,;: ;.:ri r,i ir.,n-ti:ttL'er tbrest products (N1'FPs) lor

comrner<;ial purposes, under regulatiolls ano gui.ie lrll:s iss:ed f .r the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

e

C

Before any comrnercial harvesting can take p1ace. :rr: ,\uthcrrtzed I'orest Clornmunity must have

met all pielirninary requirernents, as per the CRL ;ld all other relevant laws and regulations.

This requires that ih. .nrrrrrnity has organized rts C,.rrtttrutritl' r\ssembly (Section 6.4(a) of the

CRL); ih. Co-*unity Assembly has ippointerl the Cottunrlnity Forest Management Btldy

(Seciion 6.4(b) of the CRL); the Comriunitr Forest \lanagertrent Body ltas developed a

i<r,r-,munity Forest Management Plan that includes rhe envisaged commercial activities (Section

6.a(c) of tne CRL); thJ Comrnunity Forest \lanacenretrt Plan has been approved by the

Executive Committee, the Comrnunity Assembll' ancl the IrDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and

the Community Forest Management Plan is being inrplerrented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL'

SECTION 6.3

Inkeepingwiththe2006NationalForestryRefbrnlLari't'\FRt')'theTenCoreRegulationsand
all other relevant laws and regulations governing Liberia's fbrest sector, no commercial

harvesti.g of timber ancl NT'FPs shall occur in a Communitl' Forest without the Authorized

Forest Community having first met the following requiretlettts:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species ancl NTFPs ttlust have been independently

co'firmed by the FDA, in keeping *itir its statutory responsibiiity to ensure that areas ol
fbrest resources are suitable lbr the planneci comtnercial harvesting, as per Section 4'5 of

tire NFRL, and Section 2.2 (d and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) T'he Authorized Forest Ctxtmunity rnust have conducted an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 of Regulation 105-07.

SECTION 6.4

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timber

and/or NTFps for commercial purposes have been met, itshall issue a written notice to proceed

to the Authorized Forest Community, through the CFMB' Only once the Authorized Forest

Community has received written notice to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timber

and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.

SECTION 6.5

In keeping with section 13.5 ol the NITRL, anci Sections I through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-

07, the Chain of Custody Systern shall apply to the harvesting of timber for cotnmercial purposes

by the Authorized Forest Comrnunity.





.SECTIOT 6,7

Authorized Forest corrlmunities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as estatrlished in
Regulation 107-01, as well as all taxes and/or fees for the harvesting of N'IFps fbr commercial
pulposes, as deterrnined by the I-iberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the flDA.

SECTION 6.8

T'he FDA shall monitor the liarvesting of tirnber andlor N'fFPs lbr cornmercial purposes to
ensure that all environmental stattdards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

o

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctiotrs applied for failure to cornply with the CF\i- ....- ila\1P. as establishecl
in Article 4 of this CIFMA, the FDA may irnpose penalties on.{'."., :.-:- :.r:est Community
tnenrbers under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Enri:,-:-:.= . ,. i: :.c1ion agency
,A.ct.

SECTION 7.4

SECTION 7.I

The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Communitv in,-r.-',;.-- - :
may negotiate commercial agreernents with third-parties, in confbrmitj,..rr:.,... ._ :--
technii;al standards.

SECTION 7.2

Befbre a commercial agreetnent between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-pa1ty can
be signed, the FDA shall lirst review ancl approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Arnendecl CRL
Regulation.

SECTION 7.3

ARTICLItr 7: RIGIITS AND OBLIGATIONS oFTHE CF}IB.{\[) FD{ \\ ITFI
&EQARD To COMMERCIAL ARBaNcEnIBN'rs wrrn rurnr:r+rr,qr rr.

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not
conform to best industry practices, or does not offer fiir market price for the Jommunity,s forest
resources, the FDA shall advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to be
amended before it can be approved. The Community Forest Management-Body and Executive
Committee of the Community Assembly shall hear ihe advice of tf,e FDA, and atest that they
have received and understood the advice provided.

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement
and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended
within fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails
to review, officially approve and, if appropriate, provide advice on hiw the proposed commercial
agreement needs to be amended within fifteen (15) working days of submission, the community
may either provide the FDA with more time to complete th"e review of the proposed commercial
agreement, or it may consider the requirement for review and approval^of the proposed
commercial agreement satisfied.
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SECTION 8.1

]'his CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the CFMI] and the FDA and shall be valid fbr a
period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to the expiration of this CITMA, the CFMB shall
subrnit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA ior a, additional flfteen (15) year tefln.
The CFMA can be reuewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Comnrunity woulcl like.

SEC]TION 8.2

Approvai to a request to renew the CF'MA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that
the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized liorest Cornmunity is not in compliance, it shall
inlbrm the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Olly once the Authorized
Forest Comrnunity has addressed these issues shail the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SIICTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request lor renew'al at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the CF'MA. if the FDA does not provide a response to the recluest io..n.* the CFMA at
least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA shall be renewed automatically, for apother
lifteen ( I 5) year period,

SECTION 8.4

]'lle CFMA may be tenninated prior to the expiration date basecl on one or rnore conr]itions as
follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMI], at least two-thirds of the Comrnunity Assembly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a
community fbrest, or a part thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a
decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the
expropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the
community is able to challenge the Govemment's decision to expropriate the community
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation offered; and that when the Government ceases
to use the community forest, or decides not to use it for the purpose for which the
community forest was expropriated, rights over the community forest shall be returned to
the community.

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE RESOLUT.IO{AND ADJUDICATION

SECTION 9.1

Disputes betrveen the Authorized [iorest Comnrunity and the FDA over this CFlvlA, u,hich
cannot be resolved. shal1 be rnediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties Both

t
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sEC TION 9.3

Allertiatively' the Authorized Forest Clomrnunity or FDA may forego arbitration in favor ofreview by a court o1'competent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHT]REOF, WE HAVE I-IEI{ET]NT'O AFFIXED OIJR SIC}NAI'URES ONTHE DAY AND DATI] FIRST MEN'TIONED AI]OVE

For: 'fhe F'orestry Development Arrthoritr,

WITNES
By

Darlington S ben
Managing Director

Forestry Development Authority

For: The GBARSAW AND DORBOR AUTHORIZED FottEST.coMMUNITy

a
B)':

WITNESS Officer
GBARSAW AND DORBOR CFMB

\pproved 'z:2?
Chai , Board of Directors
Forestrv Developntent Authority

o


